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ABSTRACT 

States have ^experienced varying levels of success in 
the t rans f er of credits between institutions of higher education and 
in the development and implementation of articulation policy, 
agreements, and structures. A look at the approaches currently being 
used in the southeastern region of the United States can help to 
ident i f y opt i ons and provide a bas is for comparison of articulation 
alternatives for Georgia. It also identifies competing alternatives 
for Georgia graduates of occupational associate degree programs who 
are unable to find acceptable credit transfer within their home state 
colleges. Information for the research was gathered by telephone 
interviews with personnel from state education offices in the states 
surrounding Georgia: Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee. The research found that Florida, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina have a separate state board for 
post secondary two-year institutions and community col lege systems , 
whereas in Tennessee, two-year colleges and technical schools are 
under the university board of regents and in Alabama one board of 
education governs both postsecondary technical and K-12 education. 
Structural arrangements for postsecondary vocational education 
institutions in the five states vary from large, centralized 
community college systems (North Carolina, Florida) that integrate 
technical and academic education, to states (Tennessee, Alabama) that 
continue to separate the noncol 1 egiate and technical schools from the 
collegiate and universityparallel two-year colleges. South Carolina 
has integrated vocational and academic programs at the community 
colleges, but does not have a coordinated system in the state. 
Regional acci edi tat i on for all five states is from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools-Commission on Colleges. 
Legislative assurance of transfer between two- and four-year colleges 
exists in some form in three states for associate degrees. The 
research concluded that each of the five states has addressed many of 
the same issues facing Georgia and that removing barriers to adult 
learners' progression from occupational courses to baccalaureate 
degrees is an ongoing process. (KC) 
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~ No two state systems of higher 
education are exactly alike. States have 
Q experienced varying levels of success in 
^ the transfer of credits between institutions 
of higher education and in the 
development and Implementation of 
articulation policy, agreements, and 
structures. A look at the approaches 
currently being used in the southeastern 
region of the United States can help to 
identify options and provide a basis for 
comparison of articulation alternatives for 
Georgia. It also identifies competing 

alternatives for Georgia graduates of 
occupational associate degree programs 
who are unable to find acceptable credit 
transfer within their home state colleges. 

Information reported in the charts 
which follow was gathered by telephone 
interview with personnel from state 
education offices in the states surrounding 
Georgia: Alabama, Florida, North 

Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 
The following questions guided the 
discussions with state staff members: 

1. ) What is the structure of the 
governance system in your state? 

2. ) Is there a distinct community 
college system in your state? 

3. ) Where does postsecondary 
vocational/technical education fit into 
your education system? 

4. ) What type of articulation and credit 
transfer agreements or activities exist 
between occupational associate degrees 

^ and four-year colleges or universities? 

ERIC 



5. ) What are the levels of credentials 
awarded in your system? 

6. ) What type of regional accreditation 
is used? 

7. ) How are students assured of 
transfer success in your state? 

8. ) Which types of occupational 
programs seem to lend themselves 
most readily to transfer? 

State personnel in the following state 
offices were asked to provide responses to 
the above questions: Alabama Office of 
Trade, Industrial, and Technology 
Education; Florida Division of Vocational, 
Adult, and Community Education; North 
Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction; South Carolina State Board 
for Technical and Comprehensive 
Education; and Tennessee Board of 
Regents. The telephone interviews were 
conducted by the Project Coordinator of 
the Occupational Research Group at the 
University of Georgia in Fall, 1993. 

Following is a summary of key 
information that emerged in the interview 
discussion. The charts at the end of this 
paper summarize the interview 
information for each of the five states. 

Governance : Three of the states (FL, NC, 
SC) have a separate state board for 
postsecondary two-year institutions and 
community college systems. In one state 
(TN) two-year colleg;fs and technical 
schools are under the university board of 
regents. In another state (AL) one Board 
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of Education governs both postsecondary 
technical and K-12 education. 

Structure of Postsecondarv Technical 
Education : Structural arrangements for 
postsecondary vocational education 
institutions in the five states vary from 
large, centralized community college 
systems (NC, FL) that integrate technical 
and academic education, to states (TN, 
AL) that continue to separate the non- 
collegiate /technical schools from the 
collegiate/university-parallel two-year 
colleges. Another state (SC) has 
integrated vocational and academic 
programs at the community colleges, but 
does not have a coordinated system in the 
state. The other state without a 
coordinated community college system 
(AL) is considering establishing one. 

Articulation : Four-year colleges in all five 
states generally accept general education 
or core courses in university-parallel 
programs, i.e., the Associate in Arts (AA) 
and Associate in Science (AS) degrees, on 
a routine basis. Where transfer occurs 
with Associate in Applied Science (AAS) 
degrees, it seems to be on a course-by- 
course, program-by-program, or 
institution-by-institution basis, including 
some local articulation agreements. 

Credentials a nd Accreditation: Regional 
accreditation for all five states is the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools - Commission on Colleges (COC). 
In those states with noncoUegiate technical 
schools, the SACS Commission on 
Occupational Education Institutions 
(COEI) is the accrediting body. 
Credentials awarded by the postsecondary 
vocational/community colleges include the 
AA, AS, AAS, AFA, and AAT degrees in 
addition to certificates and diplomas. 
Only one state (AL) awards the AAT 
degree and this is being phased out. 
Another (FL) awards the AS degree for 
occupational programs, but is trying to 



change this to the AAS which is the 
nationally recognized associate level 
degree for occupational programs. 

Transfer : Legislative assurance of transfer 
between two- and four-year colleges exists 
in some form in three states for AA and 
AS degree university parallel programs. 
Transfer in occupational program areas, 
when it does occur, is most often in the 
engineering technologies (all five states). 
Acceptance of associate degree allied health 
and business programs for transfer occurs 
in two states as well. Credit transfer of 
occupation-specific courses is often on a 
course-by-course equivalency evaluation basis 
and varies among colleges in the states. 

It is apparent that each of the five 
states has had to address many of the 
same issues being discussed in Georgia 
today. It also can be seen that the 
removal of barriers that prevent adult 
learners from progressing unimpeded from 
associate degree occupational courses to 
baccalaureate degrees without urmecessary 
loss of credit, time, or money is an 
ongoing process, with multiple solutions, 
requiring cooperation at all levels of the 
educational system. 
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Credential 




AA, AS (univer 
parallel). 
Occupational 
associate degr 
are designated 
descriptors 
Indicating the 
content of the 
program, (eg., 
Associate of 
Business AB, 
Associate of H 
Science AHS) 
These equate 
the AAS degrc 
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REGIONAL TRANSFER AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEMS 

(AL. FL, NC, SC, TN) 




Comments/Summary: RE: transferring occupational programs: "there is potential, but this type of Inverted degree articulation Is difficult because the student takes fewer courses In the major at the lower 
dMsIon and universities are reluctant to award upper division credit In their own curriculum We are working on It. We are moving toward It, but right now there is not an agreement.* 

fkm. AA - Anodals ol Mi, AS ■ AmocMb ot Sdeno*. AAS « AaaodaM of Appllod Sdenoi, AAT - Asaodato of Applied Technoloffy 
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